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Suppliers to the 2023 Volvo EX90
25-SPEAKER BOWERS & WILKINS HIGH-FIDELITY SOUND SYSTEM

HARMAN

SEAT-OCCUPANT DETECTION SENSOR 

IGB AUTOMOTIVE

BATTERY-COOLING NYLON COOLANT LINES 

TI FLUID SYSTEMS

DASH INSULATOR INNER
AURIA

CROSS-MEMBER DASH LOWER ASSEMBLY 

GESTAMP

NVH INSULATOR/DAMPER
AURIA

FRONT UPPER CONTROL ARMS
RAUFOSS

ROOF FRAME
GESTAMP

ENGINEERED FASTENER - PLASTIC TREE CLIP
EFC INTERNATIONAL

ARMREST CUPHOLDER DAMPER
CULTRARO

OUTSIDE DOOR HANDLES
ADAC

FLOOR CARPET
AURIA

DOOR HANDLE DAMPER
CULTRARO

ENGINEERED FASTENER - WINDSHIELD CAMERA 
BRACKET
EFC INTERNATIONAL

SIDE MEMBER EXTENSION
GESTAMP

LOAD FLOOR
AURIA

FRONT LOWER CONTROL ARMS
RAUFOSS

ARMREST CUPHOLDER LATCH
CULTRARO

LED SOFT TOUCH TAILGATE HANDLE
ADAC

ALLOY WHEEL 9 X 21”
RONAL

BRACKET FRONT SIDE PANEL LH/RH
GUELPH TOOL
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Suppliers wanted: Content for car cutaways represents a sampling of global suppliers surveyed across 
400-plus components and systems. If you’d like to be included in future cutaway surveys, email 
purva.prashar@spglobal.com or visit autotechinsight.ihsmarkit.com.

AAA: More drivers fear automated vehicles 

Americans are becoming more afraid of auto-
mated vehicles, and many misunderstand the 
capabilities of driver-assist technology, accord-
ing to a survey released Thursday, March 2.

The share of respondents who described 
themselves as afraid to ride in automated vehi-
cles jumped to 68 percent this year in the 
American Automobile Association’s annual 
automated vehicle survey from 55 percent in 
the previous year. The survey canvassed 
roughly 1,000 American adults.

“We were not expecting such a dramatic de-
cline in trust from previous years,” said Greg 
Brannon, director of automotive research for 
AAA. Still, “with the number of high-profile 
crashes that have occurred from overreliance 

on current vehicle technologies, this 
isn’t entirely surprising.”

The results come as automakers 
equip vehicles with more advanced 
driver-assistance features that have 
grown from automatic emergency 
braking to sophisticated cruise-con-
trol systems that allow for some 
hands-free and foot-free driving. 

Several companies have had to 
grapple with injurious and some-
times fatal crashes, government probes and 
lawsuits tied to autonomous and driver-assist 
technology over the last few years.

In March 2022, a Cruise automated vehicle 
braked while traveling downhill as a cyclist ap-
proached from behind in San Francisco. The 
cyclist struck the rear window of the Cruise, 
fell to the ground and sustained “serious” inju-
ries, according to data from the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration.

In May, a Waymo-operated automated 

semitruck and trailer struck another 
semitruck and trailer in Ennis, Texas, 
and “an individual involved in the 
crash was transported from the 
scene to a hospital for medical treat-
ment,” according to data from NHT-
SA.

Last month, a Tesla driver died af-
ter colliding with a fire truck in Cali-
fornia. While it’s not yet clear if the 
driver was using Tesla’s advanced 

driver assistance system, Autopilot, the case 
mirrors others in which Tesla’s driver-assist 
technology failed to detect parked emergency 
vehicles, and NHTSA has asked the company 
for more information. 

NHTSA is investigating possible defects with 
Tesla’s Autopilot system related to collisions 
with emergency vehicles, and last month Tesla 
recalled nearly 363,000 cars equipped with or 
awaiting installation of its “Full Self-Driving” 
beta software. The software provides various 

driver-assist and safety features but requires 
drivers to be responsible for the operation of 
their vehicles at all times.

The survey also illustrated some misunder-
standing of driver-assist technology. One in 10 
drivers said they thought they could purchase 
vehicles that can drive themselves while the 
driver is asleep. No such vehicle is on the mar-
ket, and the survey release suggested that re-
sponse could be related to “misleading or con-
fusing names of vehicle systems” that are sold 
today, like Tesla’s “Autopilot,” Volvo’s “Pilot As-
sist” and Nissan’s “ProPILOT.” AAA said 22 
percent of the respondents believe names like 
these describe features that allow the car to 
drive itself without any human supervision. 

Still, most people who responded to the sur-
vey would “definitely” or “probably” want 
driver-assist technology such as automatic 
braking and blind-spot warning in their next 
car purchases despite their fear and confu-
sion.’ a

68 percent of survey 
respondents are afraid
Molly Boignon
molly.boignon@crain.com

Brannon: Not 
expected

WASHINGTON — The Auton-
omous Vehicle Industry Association 
on Wednesday released a U.S. policy 
framework outlining key priorities 
for federal AV legislation and regula-
tion.

The group’s framework includes 
several recommendations for Con-
gress and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation to steer federal ac-
tion and advance the deployment 
and commercialization of AVs.

“AVs are testing and operating in 
states around the country, bringing 
people and goods to where they 
need to go. America is currently the 
leader in AV technology, but other 
countries are surging forward,” said 
Jeff Farrah, executive director of the 
trade association, whose members 
include Aurora, Cruise, Ford, Volks-
wagen, Waymo and Zoox.

“It is time for the U.S. to solidify our 
leadership,” he continued, “and 
these policy recommendations will 
expand opportunities for AVs to in-

crease road safety, create new mo-
bility options and support economic 
growth and new jobs.”

The group said it is the first recom-
mended federal framework that cov-
ers all AVs, including delivery vehi-
cles, trucks and passenger cars.

In separate letters sent Wednesday 
to Democratic and Republican law-
makers and Transportation Secre-
tary Pete Buttigieg, the group urged 
Congress to pass legislation that:
  � Reforms the exemption process

for vehicles that do not comply with 

all federal regulations.
  � Directs NHTSA to complete

rule-makings that modernize cer-
tain vehicle regulations to support
the deployment of AVs and AV tech-
nology.
  � Modernizes vehicle laws to ac-

commodate autonomous opera-
tion.
  � Preserves existing federal agency 

roles related to vehicle regulation,
including NHTSA’s authority in reg-
ulating the design, construction and 
performance of vehicles.

  � Blocks any government policy,
legislation or regulation that would
require individuals to obtain a li-
cense to be a passenger in an AV.

For the Transportation Depart-
ment, recommendations include 
updating certain NHTSA and Feder-
al Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion regulations, establishing a na-
tional AV demonstration and de-
ployment program and engaging 
with other governments and inter-
national bodies on AV policymak-
ing. x

AV group’s policy guide urges Congress, DOT action 
Audrey LaForest
alaforest@crain.com


