
    Ford Motor Company 

Product Development Center 

21175 Oakwood Blvd 

Dearborn, MI 48124-4007 

 

January 19, 2021 

Dear Valued Supplier,  

 

Over the past year we have witnessed an increasing number of unauthorized leaks of 

confidential Ford information including prototype vehicle photographs released to the 

media. As we address our internal Ford systems for protecting company assets, we must 

also acknowledge that a number of these breaches have originated from within our 

supplier partners.  

 

We cannot underscore enough the negative impact of these unfortunate actions on our 

collective business results, and we ask for your support to personally follow the 

confidentiality guidelines inherent in Ford’s Global Terms & Conditions.  Ford has a zero-

tolerance policy for leaks emanating from our own team members, and we need all 

supplier personnel to adopt a similar approach regarding unauthorized disclosures of Ford 

confidential information. 

 

Collectively we invest a great deal of our time and resources to produce exciting vehicles 

that deliver a sustainable advantage in a hyper-competitive environment. These benefits 

can be severely diminished or eliminated altogether through malicious or careless 

disclosure of confidential information.   

 

Moving forward, I am asking for your individual leadership in demonstrating and reinforcing 

the following directives with your teams: 
 

• No photographs or video can be taken of any portion of prototypes prior to official 
public reveals, with or without camouflage or even with a vehicle cover. 

• Strictly adhere to all Ford requirements for protection of prototype vehicles and even 
parts at your facilities or controlled by your team during transportation (including while 
loading and off-loading from vehicle carriers) and testing per Ford Bailment 
agreements. 

• Sub-contractors hired by your company must follow the same guidelines within your 
facilities.  It is the Tier 1 supplier’s responsibility to have a robust leak prevention plan. 

• Within a Ford facility you must follow all restrictions relative to vehicle camouflage and 
imagery/feature content.  

 

Because the damage to our organizations can be significant, Ford will treat confirmed 

supplier security breaches with heightened scrutiny.  Suppliers could face business 

repercussions and even recovery actions for damages tied to leaks caused or enabled by 

suppliers. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Jonathan Jennings 
Vice President, Global Commodity Purchasing and Supplier Technical Assistance 


