
                      Inter-Office Correspondence 
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         TO: All UAW Staff 
 
    FROM: Rory L. Gamble, President 
 
SUBJECT: Statement on Recent News Article 
 
Sisters and Brothers, 
 
I want to address the irresponsible headlines that you may have seen in the last 24 hours 
concerning me personally. I want to say this clearly to all UAW members and staff: I would not 
have accepted the role of president if I couldn’t withstand the scrutiny that I knew this job 
would bring. So, let me take these one by one.  
 
You’ve seen in the news stories questions concerning a vendor who worked with the Ford 
Department. Here is the reality: I worked with Custom Promotions, a union vendor, for years 
while in Region 1A.  They produced many excellent and well received marketing materials for 
our members. In all those years of working with this vendor, they never approached me in any 
manner that was less than professional or questionable in any way, and I absolutely never 
requested or received any cash or kickback from that vendor or any other. Nor did I ever 
approach them in any unprofessional or questionable manner. As Jason Gordon, the owner of 
Custom Promotions, said in his statement through his attorney, “My client vehemently denies 
all of the allegations as being untrue.”  
 
Additionally, when I became Vice President over the Ford Department, I instituted a strict 
three-bid process for all purchases over $5,000. Any vendor that got business from the NPC 
during that time obtained the business as the result of winning that competitive bid process. 
Period. That is true not just of the vendor in question but all vendors. Additionally, I have never 
been to the establishment cited in the article with Mr. Gordon or any other vendor. That is 
simply untrue and never happened. 
 
Concerning my GIVES charity: I never personally solicited any money directly for the charity 
from any vendor. All proceeds from that charity went to praiseworthy programs to help the 
homeless in our community and to provide lunches for underprivileged children. I’ve said this 
before and I’m going to repeat it here: I am very proud of the good that we did in this 
community through GIVES. In keeping with the new UAW policies on charities, the charity is no 
longer operating, but it helped many children and many homeless in Detroit when it was 
operating. 

opeiu494 
PRINTED IN U.S.A. 



 

 

- 2 - 

- 2 - 

 
Concerning my personal finances: As was the case with many, I did short sale on a home as a 
result of the 2008 financial crisis and dramatic downturn in the housing market. All of the taxes 
owed related to that sale have been paid in full.  
 
You should also know that this recent news article, from a newspaper that has a long history of 
hostility toward the UAW, was the first I have heard of these scurrilous claims. They are false.   
 
I will continue to be transparent and very direct about any issues that come up concerning me 
personally or this union. Our union has suffered enough as a result of corrupt leaders. On my 
watch, we cannot and will not allow financial improprieties rob our members of their hard-
earned dollars. My brothers and sisters, I answer to you, and I will continue to communicate 
with you directly. My sole focus as President is to strengthen the union’s financial controls, 
oversight and accounting system — and most importantly, to restore the trust of our union 
members. 
 
In Solidarity, 
 
Rory L. Gamble 
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