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Suppliers to the 2019 Chevrolet Blazer
BRAKE VACUUM BOOSTER ASSEMBLY 
COOPER STANDARD

WIRING PROTECTION SYSTEM [TIER 2] 
DELFINGEN

ENGINE: CYLINDER HEAD GASKETS 
ELRINGKLINGER

HEX NUT & WASHER ASSEMBLY 
INFASCO NUT

WIRE HARNESS FASTENERS
AVERY DENNISON
ENGINE-COOLING MODULE
MAHLE

WINDOW REGULATORS
BROSE

INSTRUMENT PANEL
GRUPO ANTOLIN

GEAR BLANKS
MACLEAN-FOGG

CHARGE AIR DUCT
MANN+HUMMEL

DRIVE MODE SWITCH
KOSTAL

VALVE SEATS & GUIDES
FEDERAL-MOGUL

RELUCTOR WHEEL
KEYSTONE POWDERED METAL

ELECTRONIC CLIMATE CONTROL 
BHTC

SEATING COMPONENTS [TIER 2] 
AUTOMATIC SPRING PRODUCTS
2ND ROW OUTBOUND SUSPENSION 
LEGGETT & PLATT

ACOUSTICAL DOOR WATERSHIELDS 
CADILLAC PRODUCTS

TRANSMISSION: OIL PUMP GEARS  
MPP

SELECTABLE ONE-WAY CLUTCH 
MEANS INDUSTRIES

STEERING WHEEL SWITCHES
MARQUARDT

FRONT & REAR ROTORS
RASSINI

AIRBAG BOLTS 
MNP 

FUEL FILLER PIPES
MARTINREA

TANDEM PUMP
RHEINMETALL

LOCKSET
STRATTEC

RACK GUIDE
OILES

CYLINDER HEAD
NEMAK

QUICK CONNECTORS
OETIKER

FRONT & REAR BUMPER
PLASTIC OMNIUM

HEADLAMP BEZELS [TIER 2] 
SRG GLOBAL

CHASSIS FRAME FASTENERS 
P&R FASTENERS

INTEGRATED BRAKE CONTROL 
ZF

DOORS: ACOUSTIC DAMPERS 
SIKA

VALVETRAIN LASH ADJUSTER 
SCHAEFFLER

Suppliers wanted: If you are a supplier and have questions or want your information 

considered for our cutaway features, contact supplierinsight@ihsmarkit.com 

or visit supplierinsight.ihsmarkit.com.

Published June 10, 2019, 
in Automotive News

TLANTA — It is often a short list favor-
ite for auto assembly plant projects, 
but Georgia has gotten lapped by its 
neighbors. It came close to landing 

Volvo and Daimler plants in recent years, only to 
lose both projects to  South Carolina.

Georgia now hopes that auto industry elec-
tri� cation o� ers it a shot at redemption.

“It doesn’t look like there’s going to be too 
many new gasoline engine OEM plants com-

ing to the U.S. anymore,” 
said Scott McMurray, 
deputy commissioner of 
global commerce for the 
Georgia Department of 
Economic Development. 
McMurray is optimistic 
that Georgia’s large 
white-collar work force 
and  burgeoning tech in-
dustry will make the state 
attractive for electric ve-
hicle projects and invest-
ments.

“Activity from auto in-
dustry prospects is very 

strong,” he said, holding his cards close to his 
chest.

In December, Georgia landed a $1.7 billion 
lithium ion battery plant from South Korea’s 
SK Innovation Co. � at project is expected to 
create 2,000 jobs in Commerce,  an hour 
northeast of Atlanta. But more importantly 
for the local industry base, o�  cials believe, 
the project could seed an ecosystem of other 
suppliers in the region.

“We’ve got a lot of folks looking at the state be-
cause of that project,” McMurray said. He esti-
mates the SK plant could attract a dozen or 
more suppliers.   

McMurray, 55, spoke with Sta�  Reporter 
Urvaksh Karkaria last month  on Georgia’s 

prospects for recruiting more industry. Here 
are edited excerpts. 

Q: Georgia sits at a crossroads among 
BMW, Volkswagen, Mercedes-Benz, 
Kia and Volvo assembly plants. What 
type of automotive suppliers are most 
active  in the state ? 
A: We are starting to see interest from suppli-
ers to the EV battery industry. Suppliers are 
gearing up for electri� cation of the automo-
tive industry. 

A lot of the big OEMs are announcing plans 
to begin producing electric vehicles. We’re 
seeing a lot of innovation and new invest-
ment going toward the electri� cation of the 
industry.

What’s Georgia’s attraction?
One of the big reasons is our location. We 

really are equidistant from most of the major 
OEM assembly plants in the Southeast. Cou-
ple that with our corporate tax formula. If 
suppliers ship product out of the state, they 
have a very low corporate income tax liability. 
So Georgia makes sense logistically and from 
the business side of things. 

Georgia’s Quick Start work force training 
program also is a major incentive because it 
helps suppliers get up and running very 
quickly.

For international suppliers, we’ve got a di-
verse business base. � e Japanese, Koreans 
and Germans feel very comfortable here in 
Georgia. � ere’s a lot of infrastructure for 
them in terms of restaurants, doctors, 
schools.

Georgia came close to landing Volvo 
Cars’ � rst U.S. factory and Daimler’s 
Sprinter van assembly plant. How do 
you view those losses?

We competed very heavily for the Volvo and 
Sprinter projects, and we were in it to the very 
end. We’ve been really unlucky in many ways. 
At the same time, an OEM coming to the 
Southeast region is really a win for every-
body. 

We’ve been very fortunate with the supply 
base that we’ve been able to attract here. 

What makes Georgia more suited for 
EV industry investment?

A lot of the ecosystem needed to support 

electric vehicles and autonomous vehicles is 
in Georgia. We’ve got phenomenal resources 
here with the University of Georgia, with 
Georgia Tech. 

 Software development, � ntech and cyber-
security � rms in  metro Atlanta are also tar-
geting the auto industry.  

On the work force side, we’re gearing up for 
new production methods that we haven’t 
seen before. Our Quick Start training pro-
gram and our technical colleges are coming 
up with curriculum for the training. Our local 
communities are helping to develop  [infra-
structure-equipped building] sites for these 
companies that we will see coming in. 

Why is SK Innovation’s planned lithium 
ion battery plant signi� cant for Geor-
gia’s economic development efforts? 

It’s truly a transformation project — it’s 
generational. � at area of the state will be 
transformed by that project. 

SK’s investment shows Georgia is one of the 
few states in the Southeast that can accom-
modate plants of that size. � ere’s a supply 
base that goes along with those plants that we 
will also be recruiting for. We are getting con-
tacted by suppliers and potential suppliers 
for that plant. 

What kinds of suppliers?
� e ones that have to do with the battery 

production, chemicals, solvents, recyclers, 
companies of that nature.

Does the SK factory improve Georgia’s 
prospects of luring an EV assembly 
plant? 

Electric vehicles are all about the battery. 
� e battery is the key technological compo-
nent for these vehicles. 

� at’s why we’ll see the OEMs for the elec-
tric vehicles also looking here to take advan-
tage of the ecosystem of suppliers that we 
are beginning to create here in Georgia. m

Will electri� cation deal Georgia a winning hand?

State of� cials hope a new SK Innovation battery plant will trigger more supplier investment. 
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